




 

 

 

 

4002 Fenton Avenue          Telephone - (717) 234-7927 

Harrisburg PA 17109-5943          Fax - (717) 234-1955 

Web - www.vfwpahq.org   

 

November 1, 2019 

Federal Aviation Administration 

800 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20591 

 

Dear Administrator Steve Dickson: 

The Pennsylvania Department of Pennsylvania Veterans of Foreign Wars is writing you to offer our support of the petition 

of the Pennsylvania-based Liberty War Bird Association (LWBA) to receive a Living History Flight Experience Exemption 

from your agency for UH-1H, N823LW—a restored Vietnam War helicopter. 

Granting this exemption will allow LWBA, which is a 501(c)(3), non-profit tax-exempt education organization, to operate 

the helicopter to carry passengers for compensation under the LHFE program in accordance with FAA policy posted on 

7/21/2015, ID: FAA 2015-0517-0001. We understand that LWBA is preparing—or has submitted—its petition to explain 

how its policies and procedures meet the criteria of the LHFE program, to include the required Safety Risk Management 

and Equal Level of Safety. 

The Pennsylvania Department of VFW believes in the great educational value of flying this Huey. We also believe that, 

when they have a chance to ride in this iconic helicopter--the single most significant symbol of the Vietnam War, the 

response from our Vietnam vets and their families will be one of great appreciation. Many of the veterans who have seen 

this helicopter already have recalled their experiences flying on a Huey during their war-time service. For some, it has 

been an extremely moving and healing experience. 

Thank you for taking this letter into consideration when you review and act on LWBA’s exemption request. 

  

Very Respectfully, 

 

Wayne D. Perry 

State Commander, 2019-20 

 

Department of Pennsylvania 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 

of the United States 

 







VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA

WHITE ROSE CHAPTER LO32

P.O. BOX 7655
York, PAL74O4

December 3,2079

Federal Aviation Administration
800 lndependence Ave SW

Washington, DC 20591

Subject: Liberty War Birds Huey 823

To whom it may concern,

The UH-1 {Huey) helicopter is an icon of the Vietnam War. Many Vietnam veterans, and those who

witnessed the Vietnam war through television news reports know the importance of this aircraft in

Vietnam.

Many of our veterans have told us they remember the Huey with mixed emotions. When on base, they

hated to hear the Huey coming. They knew that sound meant they were going to the field to face battle.

When in the field under fire, that distinctive sound meant help was on the way.

Liberty War Birds Huey 823 brings back memories of that war, good and bad. This aircraft is important to

Vietnam Veterans. lt is a museum and important part of history. lt is one of only about 8 Hueys restored

to their original war appearance.

Maintaining and flying this aircraft for local events requires many volunteers and many dollars to ensure

safe operation. Historical aircraft like this bring history alive for current and future generations.

Please keep this living history airborne. lt is important to all of us who served during that time to keep

this aircraft safely flying and continuing to heal those who depended on it half a century ago.

Sincerely,

Board of Directors, White Rose Chapter tA32, Vietnam Veterans of America

Cc: Liberty War Birds
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"Never Again Will One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another"
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November 11, 2019 
 

 

Liberty Warbird Association 

500 Airport Road, Site T 

Lititz, PA 17543 

 

 
 

1400 Blackhorse Hill Road 
Coatesville, PA  19320 
www.coatesville.va.gov 

 
In Reply Refer to: 135/00  

Vietnam Era Helicopter visiting CVAMC 
Huey 823 and Liberty War Bird Association

 

SUBJECT:  Letter of support to Liberty Warbird Association & Huey 823 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 

The Coatesville VA Medical Center (CVAMC), is extremely appreciative for the Liberty 
Warbird Association’s flyover, visit and static display at the CVAMC on July 27, 2019.  A 
total of 81 Vietnam Veterans amongst a crowd of over 200 people, received their 
Vietnam Commemoration Pin, which was a fitting tribute to honor their service during 
the Huey static display.  

 

For all in attendance to witness the flyover and static display, it was an amazing positive 
experience and well received.  Veterans began to reminiscence about their experiences 
with the Huey during their service time and many shared their stories with the flight 
crew. Veterans also expressed their appreciation to the crew for their dedication and 
hard work to restore Huey 823 to flying status. It was gratifying for medical center staff 
to see how our Veterans approached Huey 823 with interest, joy, and respect as if a 
long lost friend arrived.  

 

Veterans also thanked medical center staff for coordinating this event.  Weeks after the 
Huey visit, hospitalized Veterans were still glowing and talking about the flyover and 
visit of Huey 823. 

 

Prior to the Huey 823 flyover and visit, the CVAMC executive leadership, primary staff 
and clinicians discussed in detail the impact and possible effects that this visit may have 
on combat Veterans (especially Vietnam Veterans).  Clinicians expressed their concern 
that the flyover could potentially trigger negative behaviors such as severe Post-
traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) reactions.  Taking this concern into consideration and 
discussing workable solutions became part of the decision-making process to either 
approve or deny the event.  Conclusively, the decision was to approve a scheduled visit 
based on the argument that a visit of a Vietnam Era helicopter could also have possible 
healing effects for Veterans in their recovery process.  The medical center also agreed 
to have clinical staff available at the event site to observe behaviors and to immediately 
assist any Veterans as needed to handle a code Green (PTSD flare-up) event. Not a 
single code Green was called and contrary to the worries of some clinicians, Veterans 
reacted positively to the visit and ultimately this visit was seen as a healing event, 
touching Veterans’ emotions in many different ways (much like visiting the Vietnam Wall 
Memorial). 

 

http://www.coatesville.va.gov/
http://www.coatesville.va.gov/
http://www.coatesville.va.gov/


INTEGRITY COMMITMENT ADVOCACY RESPECT EXCELLENCE  

 

The CVAMC is certainly pleased with the outcome of the flyover and static display and 
we would definitely welcome a return of Huey 823 and its crew for a future Veteran 
event. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kirk Fernitz 
Director, Community Relations & Congressional Affairs 
 
 








